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DERRY IN AUGUST 


NEVER AGAIN! 


THE FANTASTIC SOLIDARITY the people of Bogside received from 

all areas will never be forgotten by the defenders of the barricades and 
by all those who fought in Derry. The support, which kept all RUC 
reinforcements tied up in their own areas, was such that the battle of the 
Bogside could never have been won without it. The people of the Falls 
Road area paid dearly, and now they need the support of the people of the 
Bogside. They need the solidarity they gave, for until the demands fought 
for are given their lives are at stake, as are all those who came out to be 
counted. The fears of the B-Specials and UVF murder squads are ever 
present, and the only defence these people have is the solidarity of the 
people of the north. For they know now the only real help they can rely 
on is themselves. Promises, words and rumours are all they get from 
anybody else. They cannot look to any place or people. 


The barricades are the only outward sign of determin: 
for the demands, for the reforms, for that is all they ar 
rights, the right to live without fear. They are the symb 
to all those who took part, for those who were injured, fo! 
for the children who are in hospital suffering from the e 
When the barricades go, the status quo can be resumed. 
have not fought in vain, the changes must be seen befo) 
can go. Anyone who advocates their removal is selling ¢ 
who fought. The same dedication must be shown against t 
as was shown against the RUC and B-Specials. If they 
them who else has the right to? Only the people who de 
people of Derry, Belfast, Lurgan, Armagh, etc., for they ar 
they live, divided they die. 
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CHAOS IN DUBLIN 


E WOULD BE FOOLISH and naive to take literally the press reports 
that have portrayed the Sinn Fein and its armed counterpart, the IRA, 
as having no influence in the present situation in the North of Ireland. 
What is certainly true is that the Sinn Fein has taken a severe blow to its 
prestige in both the North and the South as a result of its hysterical and 
partitionist reaction to the events in Derry and Belfast. This reversion to 
an immediate nationalistic analysis of the situation surprised many who 
thought that the Sinn Fein had at last understood the social and politicai 
nature of the struggles. It is important to understand the role of the IRA 
and the reasons for its breakdown at a point of crises. It should always 
be appreciated that, like many others, the Sinn Fein and the IRA regard 
the struggle as long-term and are prepared to play the waiting game. It is 
important to understand what is happening within Sinn Fein as it explains 
much of the dithering and unwillingness to act without orders even in the 
face of immediate crises. 
It is not so many years ago that the circulation of the ‘United Irishman’ 
was 5,000 copies a month. Now, it has increased to nearly 20,000 and 


during the present crises was able to sell about 40,000 coj 
emergency supplement. This increase in circulation and 
mainly due to the change in policy of the UI and the Sinn 
it was concerned mainly with the question of partition; tl 
guerilla campaign during the late ’fifties caused the organis 
serious thinking. Membership plummetted and the Sinr 
joke in Irish politics. Gradually, the orientation of polic 
anti-imperialist and anti-British propaganda to involy 
struggles of the small farmers and, later still, the struggle 
class and the homeless. 

In a word, the Sinn Fein moved left, at a considerabl 
The change in policy meant an increase in membership a 
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The barricades are the only outward sign of determination to hold out 
for the demands, for the reforms, for that is all they are. Basic human 
rights, the right to live without fear. They are the symbol of the struggle 
to all those who took part, for those who were injured, for those who died, 
for the children who are in hospital suffering from the effects of the gas. 
When the barricades go, the status quo can be resumed. If these people 
have not fought in vain, the changes must be seen before the barricades 
can go. Anyone who advocates their removal is selling out all the people 
who fought. The same dedication must be shown against the traitors within 
as was shown against the RUC and B-Specials. If they could not move 
them who else has the right to? Only the people who defended them, the 
people of Derry, Belfast, Lurgan, Armagh, etc., for they are all one. United 
they live, divided they die. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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United Irishman’ 
carly 20,000 and 


during the present crises was able to sell about 40,000 copies a week of its 
emergency supplement. This increase in circulation and interest has been 
mainly due to the change in policy of the UI and the Sinn Fein. Formerly 
it was concerned mainly with the question of partition; the setback of the 
guerilla campaign during the late ’fifties caused the organisation to do some 
serious thinking. Membership plummetted and the Sinn Fein became a 
joke in Irish politics. Gradually, the orientation of policy devolved from 
anti-imperialist and anti-British propaganda to involvement with the 
struggles of the small farmers and, later still, the struggles of the working 
class and the homeless. 

In a word, the Sinn Fein moved left, at a considerable pace after *64. 
The change in policy meant an increase in membership and also a loss of 
interest in the IRA by the old guard. Also it produced decline of discipline 
within the IRA. Even during the abortive campaign in the ’50s, discipline 
was still very strict. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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S EVERYONE KNOWS, the 

printed word is the most dev- 
astating form of ammunition. This 
is the logic that has impelled the 
people of the north to break out 
of their ghettoes and show the 
basic injustice of the Unionist 
Misrule. For daring to break out 
from the straitjacket the reaction- 
ary followers of Paisleyism burnt 
and shot the respective sections of 
the ghettoes behind their barri- 
cades. 


The toll has been heavy; whilst 
other organisations seek to alle- 
viate the suffering of the dis- 
possessed and afflicted, we will try 
to support the efforts of our friends 
in the north to continue to broad- 
cast and print the true situation. 
This despite burnings and threats 
of murder. There is little equip- 
ment left and the work that they 
do in producing news and opinion, 
in maintaining freedom behind the 
barricades, in supporting the home- 
less in squatting and dealing with 
the officious who pretend that if 
their forms are still intact so are 
evyerybody’s houses. As the poster 
says: ‘The Malone Road Fiddles— 
the Falls Road Weeps’. 


The Malone Road is the bastion 
of the nice bastards who have 
thrived on the division of workers 
and consider the plight of the 
north a joke that will continue 
their misrule for another fifty 
years. The comrades of the Peeple’s 
Democracy Action Group will 
prove them wrong BUT only with 

Continued on page 2 


The Seeds of the Current S 


KCONOMIC factors are the main, 

if latent, causes of the present 
total upheaval in the Six Counties. 
Without taking them into consider- 
ation, any understanding of the 
situation in Northern Ireland is not 
possible. 

It is first of all essential to con- 
sider the origin of the Six Counties 
statelet. And to consider its subse- 
quent history it is mecessary to 
examine the balance of forces in 
Ireland at the time of the signing of 
the Treaty of 1921. In the period 
leading to this event there were in 
fact four distinct political forces dis- 
cernible: British imperialism; Orange 
Unionism; the (southern) Irish 
national bourgeoisie; and the Irish 
working class. 

But in this instance, of course, it 
is the first two that are of the most 
immediate relevance. 

British imperialism: Following the 
Cromwellian and Williamite wars of 
the 17th century the ownership of 
land passed entirely into the hands 
of Protestant landlords, the main 
supporters of the English ‘connec- 
tion’. This left a mass of Irish- 
speaking peasants to work the land. 
The peasantry was carefully excluded 
from ‘public life’ by means of the 
notorious Penal Laws—a series of 
clauses inserted in the Treaty of 
Limerick in 1697, barring Catholics, 
the vast majority of the population, 
from voting or belonging to the pro- 
fessions and from, above all, the 
ownership of land; the Protestant 
landlords being hand-in-glove with 
English mercantile capitalism. 


FINANCE MAKETH FASCIST 


Gladstone and the Liberals favoured 
a Home Rule Bill for Ireland. The Tories 
were opposed to it. The Liberals 
triumphed in 1906, and by the outbreak 
of World War I the Home Rule Bill was 
ready to be passed. British Imperialism 


was thus prepared to reach a compromise 
with the Irish Nationalist movement. 

Serious opposition to the Home Rule 
Bill found its home in the Tory Party, 
and was supported by a section of Irish 
capitalists, whose base was the industrial 
area of north-east Ulster around Belfast. 
The northern capitalists are the key to 
the whole problem. Their peculiar poli- 
tics derive from a set of specific ideolo- 
gical, political and economic conditions. 
To understand these we must understand 
that the area was ‘planted’ by the English 
Government, which brought in numbers 
of Scots-Protestant settlers in the early 
17th century. The results of this have 
been well described by the Irish Marxist 
James Connolly. 

‘The Protestant elements were in the 
main a plantation of strangers upon the 
soil from which the owners had been 
dispossessed by force. The economic dis- 
possession was by force, accompanied 
by a political and social outlawry. Hence 
every attempt of the dispossessed to attain 
citizenship and to emerge from their 
state of outlawry was easily represented 
as a tentative step towards reversing the 
plantation, and towards replanting the 
Catholic and dispossessing the Protestant. 

‘Imagine this state of affairs persisting 
over 300 years, and one realises at once 
that the planted population, the Pro- 
testants, were bound to acquire insensibly 
a hatred of political reform, and to look 
upon every effort of the Catholics to 
achieve political recognition as an in- 
sidious move towards the expulsion of 
Protestants. Then the Protestants always 
saw that the kings and aristocrats of 
England and Ireland were opposed by 
the people whom the Protestants most 
feared, and from recognising that it was 
but an easy step to regarding the Pro- 
testant cause as identical with theirs.’ 

The plantation of Ulster was the only 
real and permanent colonization of Irish 
territory from Great Britain. It was in 
this area alone that Protestantism took 
root among the common people. This 
fact becomes important in the light of 
the subsequent economic development of 
Jreland. Home Rule would have meant 
economic disaster for the Ulster bour- 
geoisie because for them it would have 


meant the imposition of tariffs on British 
goods entering Ireland, with the prospect 
of a tariff war as a result. This would 
have meant exchanging the vast market 
of the British Empire for monopoly posi- 
tion in a miserably small island home- 
market, and even that subject to taxation 
from a Home Rule Government intent 
on building up industry elsewhere in 
Ireland. No wonder the capitalists of 
Ulster fought so ferociously in defence 
of their economic interests. 

Formation of the Six Counties: In 
accordance with the Treaty Settlement of 
1921, a Boundary Commission met in 
1924 to fix the border, ‘considering the 
wishes of the inhabitants so far as may 
be compatible with economic and geo- 
graphical conditions’. It should have met 
earlier, but the Orange capitalists refused 
to nominate a representative. The prob- 
lem was solved by Britain nominating 
a representative for the Orangemen. This 
was J. R. Fisher, former editor of the 
‘Northern Whig’, a hard-line Orangeman. 

It became clear that there was a con- 
tradiction between the ‘wishes of the in- 
habitants and the economic and geogra- 
phical conditions obtaining’. By the 
former reckoning, at least two counties, 
Tyrone and Fermanagh, would have 
joined the so-called Free State by a 
plebiscite of the predominantly Catholic 
population in those areas. However, even 
with four counties out of six, the Orange 
enclave would not have been viable 
economically. There would not have 
been sufficient agricultural hinterland. 
On the contrary, the inclusion of all the 
nine counties of historical Ulster, the 
other three being Donegal, Cavan and 
Monaghan, would have swamped the 
Protestant population in the strongholds 
of Antrim and Down, and led to the 
creation of a 32-county Free State cover- 
ing the whole of Ireland. 

The six-county statelet having been set 
up, the Orange capitalists set about 
shaping the electoral system in Ulster to 
further their own political economic 


objectives. 
Green and Orange Toryism: The 
Northern ruling class has produced 


highly detailed studies of the industrial 
structure of the North, and its require- 
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CHAOS IN DUBLIN 


Continued from page 1 


Drinking on duty and missing parades 
were considered serious enough to war- 
rant immediate suspension and possibly 
dismissal. Other offences of a more 
serious nature were likely to be solved 
underneath an onion patch. After this 
change to the left, as Siobhan Campbell 
points out in the reprinted article from 
FREEDOM, a number of leftists then felt 
that they could work either within the 
Sinn Fein or in conjunction with it. 
Naturally this led to considerable fac- 
tionalisation in an organisation which 
had always prided itself on its adherence 
to the single party line. This was, of 
course inevitable. given the swing of 


operation like this to be carried out in 
any hope of secrecy. The majority of 
arms in the Dublin area were seized. 
This object achieved, the Stalinists 
turned their energies into making their 
controlled front the Connelly Association 
and its youth section the Connelly 
Youth. The sad spectacle of the Chief 
of Staff of the IRA going around recom- 
mending his members to join an overtly 
Stalinist-controlled front destroyed yet 
further the unity of the Sinn Fein and 
the various directorates of the Sinn Fein 
became, ipso facto, autonomous. 


UNCERTAINTY REIGNS 


When the present struggle for civil 
62 2 6 tthe «ome at task the 


for a dropsy. Gradually it appeared an- 
other split was in the offing. The money 
was being supplied by the old guard but 
disappeared, god knows where—mean- 
while in the US the control of the money 
had fallen into the hands of Brian 
Heron, the grandson of James Connolly, 
who for some unknown reason is de- 
scribed as a Castroite (the truth being 
that the Stalinists were allowing and are 
still allowing the old guard to believe 
that the money was in the democratic 
control of the Sinn Fein by feigning fac- 
tional differences). 

However, under the very eyes of the 
rank and file right through the organisa- 
tion (and a few others), the Stalinist con- 
trol of Sinn Fein is complete from 
Dublin to unwittingly-duped London and 
Chicago. No doubt it will be used in a 
good cause, no doubt some arms will 
appear to go the way of those dumped in 
1067 wnlecs the militant wouth. who 2re 
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The peasantry was carefully excluded 
from ‘public life’ by means of the 
notorious Penal Laws—a series of 
clauses inserted in the Treaty of 
Limerick in 1697, barring Catholics, 
the vast majority of the population, 
from voting or belonging to the pro- 
fessions and from, above all, the 
ownership of land; the Protestant 
landlords being hand-in-glove with 
English mercantile capitalism. 


FINANCE MAKETH FASCIST 


Gladstone and the Liberals favoured 
a Home Rule Bill for Ireland. The Tories 
were opposed to it. The Liberals 
triumphed in 1906, and by the outbreak 
of World War I the Home Rule Bill was 
ready to be passed. British Imperialism 


Se ne 
upon every efiort of the Catholics to 
achieve political recognition as an in- 
sidious move towards the expulsion of 
Protestants. Then the Protestants always 
saw that the kings and aristocrats of 
England and Ireland were opposed by 
the people whom the Protestants most 
feared, and from recognising that it was 
but an easy step to regarding the Pro- 
testant cause as identical with theirs.’ 
The plantation of Ulster was the only 
real and permanent colonization of Irish 
territory from Great Britain. It was in 
this area alone that Protestantism took 
toot among the common people. This 
fact becomes important in the light of 
the subsequent economic development of 
Jreland. Home Rule would have meant 
economic disaster for the Ulster bour- 
geoisie because for them it would have 


enclave would not have been viable 
economically. There would not have 
been sufficient agricultural hinterland. 
On the contrary, the inclusion of all the 
nine counties of historical Ulster, the 
other three being Donegal, Cavan and 
Monaghan, would have swamped the 
Protestant population in the strongholds 
of Antrim and Down, and led to the 
creation of a 32-county Free State cover- 
ing the whole of Ireland. 

The six-county statelet having been set 
up, the Orange capitalists set about 
shaping the electoral system in Ulster to 
further their own political economic 
objectives. 

Green and Orange Toryism: The 
Northern ruling class has produced 
highly detailed studies of the industrial 
structure of the North, and its require- 
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Continued from page 1 


Drinking on duty and missing parades 
were considered serious enough to war- 
rant immediate suspension and possibly 
dismissal. Other offences of a more 
serious nature were likely to be solved 
underneath an onion patch. After this 
change to the left, as Siobhan Campbell 
points out in the reprinted article from 
FREEDOM, a number of leftists then felt 
that they could work either within the 
Sinn Fein or in conjunction with it. 
Naturally this led to considerable fac- 
tionalisation in an organisation which 
had always prided itself on its adherence 
to the single party line. This was, of 
course inevitable, given the swing of 
policy to social struggles. 

However, whereas the left generally 
sought to implement the policies which 
they had joined or worked within Sinn 
Fein in order to fight, the Stalinists de- 
cided to play a deeper game. There is 
little point in underlining the points 
made by Siobhan Campbell but essential 
it appears that the diminutive Stalinist 
group decided to seek control of the IRA 
by manipulation. It is sad to say that a 
genuine working-class militant came to 
rely on these people, but the reasons for 
the election and appointment of Cathal 
Goulding to the position of Chief of 
Staff of the IRA must be sought in con- 
text of the change of policy and the 
Stalinist attempt to take over and destroy 
the Sinn Fein. 


THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


Cathal Goulding is probably one of 
the most humane and_ revolutionary 
people, a genuine Connolly Socialist, 
that has ever led the armed section of 
the IRA. It was precisely this humanism 
and his unwillingness to doubt his com- 
tades which led to the virtual disarming 
of the IRA in the period of ’67-68. The 
Stalinists, totally unwilling to see the 
leadership of the small farmers and 
workers struggle pass into the hands of 
any other group prepared to smash the 
organisation from within. Arms were 
called in for dumping and surprisingly 
large numbers of these dumps were un- 
covered, 

It would be wrong to blame this on 
the Stalinists, in the sense that they in- 
formed to the Castle—even so there were 
some extremely suspicious coincidences. 
However, the whole organisation had 
loosened up, and the Sinn Fein, in par- 
ticular, had become far too open for an 


operation like this to be carried out in 
any hope of secrecy. The majority of 
arms in the Dublin area were seized. 
This object achieved, the Stalinists 
turned their energies into making their 
controlled front the Connelly Association 
and its youth section the Connelly 
Youth. The sad spectacle of the Chief 
of Staff of the IRA going around recom- 
mending his members to join an overtly 
Stalinist-controlled front destroyed yet 
further the unity of the Sinn Fein and 
the various directorates of the Sinn Fein 
became, ipso facto, autonomous. 


UNCERTAINTY REIGNS 


When the present struggle for civil 
tights in the north began, it took the 
form of an attempt to cross link the 
various republican, nationalist, socialist 
and other interested bodies and indivi- 
duals in a common front. Needless to 
say, the CP of Northern Ireland jumped 
into the struggle and placed its emphasis 
on the sort of struggle which has become 
familiar under the banner of the Civil 
Rights Association. 

The Sinn Fein, however, held aloof. 
It can be fairly said that the Northern 
Sinn Feiners tend to be more conserva- 
tive than the southern. Indeed, their 
eyes were not open to the potential of 
this form of struggle and social orienta- 
tion of policy until the demonstrations 
that started with Duke Street last Octo- 
ber. Also they had little to do with the 
diminutive Northern Irish Communist 
Party. 


WHICH WAY 1S STALIN’S WAY? 


There then appeared a curious dicho- 
tomy in the two groups of Irish Stalinists 
in the north and the south. The southern 
section taking a diminuendo line to that 
of the Sinn Fein and the northern party 
insisting that it was a straightforward 
demand for franchise and abolition of 
gerrymandering, even to the extent of 
disciplining members who resign from 
the CRA executive in protest against the 
radicalisation of the civil rights move- 
ment on the grounds that they should 
have remained to fight ‘ultra-leftism’. 


BLIND FAITH 


Furthermore this curious difference in 
lines was compounded by another factor. 
The old guard Sinn Fein, not unnaturally 
took a new interest in the movement, 
also they had the contacts with the old 
lads in the US who were always good 


for a dropsy. Gradually it appeared an- 
other split was in the offing: The money 
was being supplied by the old guard but 
disappeared, god knows where—mean- 
while in the US the control of the money 
had fallen into the hands of Brian 
Heron, the grandson of James Connolly, 
who for some unknown reason is de- 
scribed as a Castroite (the truth being 
that the Stalinists were allowing and are 
still allowing the old guard to believe 
that the money was in the democratic 
control of the Sinn Fein by feigning fac- 
tional differences). 

However, under the very eyes of the 
rank and file right through the organisa- 
tion (and a few others), the Stalinist con- 
trol of Sinn Fein is complete from 
Dublin to unwittingly-duped London and 
Chicago. No doubt it will be used in a 
good cause, no doubt some arms will 
appear to go the way of those dumped in 
1967—unless the militant youth, who are 
doing the grass roots work, wake up and 
ensure that they do not suffer at the 
Stalinists’ hands what they suffered at 
the hands of the Fianna Fail in °37. 


CAUGHT AGAIN 


The explosion in Derry took the Sinn 
Fein as a whole totally unawares, despite 
considerable warning from their northern 
section and from PD and the Derry YS. 
The resulting chaos within the Sinn Fein 
and the IRA stemmed from two major 
factors. First, as outlined, the discipline 
had broken down very badly and in 
consequence the supply sections had be- 
come almost non-existent; secondly, the 
northern IRA was isolated from its own 
country districts and referred to Dublin 
both for orders and supplies. In con- 
sequence much was promised and little 
delivered. 

Then too, Dublin, acting in the mis- 
taken belief that its northern section had 
grasped control of the Belfast situation, 
started to issue provocative statements 
guaranteed to inflame the Paisleyites into 
action against the undefended ghettoes. 
At one point the Dublin Sinn Fein held 
a rally to demand guns from the Free 
State Army and also to ‘recruit’ volun- 
teers from the North. This unfortunate 
group was dumped in Dundalk and left 
to stew in their own juice; the manoeuvre 
was latter justified by an IRA spokesman 
as ‘a diversionary tactic’. This either 
indicates a naive concept of military tac- 
tics or a cover-up for the cock-up. 

Again, when the same demonstration 
went to the Collins Barracks, some over- 
enthusiastic youngsters decided to force 
the gates; they could have easily have 
been dissuaded by the sheer influence of 
the Sinn Fein. The ‘lads’, however; beat 
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meant the imposition of tariffs on British 
goods entering Ireland, with the prospect 
of a tariff war as a result. This would 
have meant exchanging the vast market 
of the British Empire for monopoly posi- 
tion in a miserably small island home- 
market, and even that subject to taxation 
from a Home Rule Government intent 
on building up industry elsewhere in 
Ireland. No wonder the capitalists of 
Ulster fought so ferociously in defence 
of their economic interests. 

Formation of the Six Counties: In 
accordance with the Treaty Settlement of 
1921, a Boundary Commission met in 
1924 to fix the border, ‘considering the 
wishes of the inhabitants so far as may 
be compatible with economic and geo- 
graphical conditions’. It should have met 
earlier, but the Orange capitalists refused 
to nominate a representative. The prob- 
lem was solved by Britain nominating 
a representative for the Orangemen. This 
was J. R. Fisher, former editor of the 
‘Northern Whig’, a hard-line Orangeman. 

It became clear that there was a con- 
tradiction between the ‘wishes of the in- 
habitants and the economic and geogra- 
phical conditions obtaining’. By the 
former reckoning, at least two counties, 
Tyrone and Fermanagh, would have 
joined the so-called Free State by a 
plebiscite of the predominantly Catholic 
population in those areas. However, even 
with four counties out of six, the Orange 
enclave would not have been viable 
economically. There would not have 
been sufficient agricultural hinterland. 
On the contrary, the inclusion of all the 
nine counties of historical Ulster, the 
other three being Donegal, Cavan and 
Monaghan, would have swamped the 
Protestant population in the strongholds 
of Antrim and Down, and led to the 
creation of a 32-county Free State cover- 
ing the whole of Ireland. 

The six-county statelet having been set 
up, the Orange capitalists set about 
shaping the electoral system in Ulster to 
further their own political economic 
objectives. 

Green and Orange Toryism: The 
Northern ruling class has produced 
highly detailed studies of the industrial 
structure of the North, and its require- 


ments. Furthermore, it has usually stated 
its politics with remarkable frankness. 
However these organisations purporting 
to serve the interests of the Irish working 
class, who have come under the ‘bour- 
geois nationalist’ influence, have utterly 
failed to make an objective class analysis 
of the Northern situation. Attention has 
been focussed mainly on the political 
methods which the Northern bourgeoisie 
have found necessary to use in order to 
maintain their political dominance. Dur- 
ing the period of nationalist revolutionary 
development, i.e. pogroms, fascist militia, 
extreme religious sectarianism, etc., the 
objective situation which made it neces- 
sary for the Northern bourgeoisie to 
resort to these tactics has not been 
analysed. 

On the other hand, the NATIONALIST 
bourgeoisie have had to propagate the 
myth that bourgeois Ireland required 
unity and economic protection, and that 
partition was a product of religious 
bigotry and the sheer inherent wicked- 
ness of the Northern ruling class. If they 
had made a reasoned analysis of the 
causes which led the Northern ruling 
class to fascist political methods, in a 
period when their brothers in England 
operated under bourgeois democratic 
forms, they would have had to expose 
the myth that bourgeois Ireland required 
national unity in a protected economy. 

Opportunist socialism is a detachment 
of bourgeois politics, operating in the 
working class movement. The division 
in bourgeois Ireland gave rise to two dis- 
tinct brands of. opportunism; Sinn Fein 
socialism and Orange socialism. Sinn 
Fein and Orangeism have had to propa- 
gate the myths of their own bourgeoisie 
with relation to partition. The Fianna 
Fail Party, too, upholds the imperialist 
interest in Ireland, but it operates within 
the remnants of the native big bourgeosie. 

The differences between Unionism and 
Fianna Fail nationalism are due mainly 
to political and historical causes, not 
fundamentally to a conflict of economic 
interests. 


CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND 
NORTHERN BOURGEOISIE 


For nigh on fifty years the Unionist 


and Nationalist Tories were carefully 
exploiting the Northern working class, 
the Unionists by adoption of the glorious 
tradition of King Billy and ‘Kick the 
Pope’ emotional-style slogans, the 
Nationalists and anti-Unionists by ‘wrap 
the green flag round me boys’ tactics, 
while secretly laughing up their sleeves 
at the poor divided working class. Then 
suddenly in Derry last October the whole 
thing blew up in their faces, due to the 
machinations of Public Blunderer No. 1, 
Herr Willie Craig. The preface and 
groundwork to October 5 was laid by 
some workers like Eamonn McCann of 
the Derry Labour Party, and Eamonn 
McLaugh of Derry Housing Action Com- 
mittee. The Green Tories completely 
shunned these organisations, whose main 
theme was unity of Catholic and Pro- 
testant workers against reactionary bour- 
geois exploiters, both Catholic and 
Protestant. 

But, as inevitably happens, when Derry 
hit the headlines and became world news, 
the Green Tories seized their oppor- 
tunity (through lack of preparation and 
action by the radicals) and took control 
of the new-born movement, and adopted 
a policy of ‘moderation’, which cul- 
minated in their acceptance of the fascist 
Orange junta’s so-called timetable of 
reforms. Had the movement been radical 
and revolutionary from its inception, the 
Green Tories as well as the Orange 
Tories would have been shown for the 
whited sepulchres that they are. 


ORANGE UNIONISM AND 
ECONOMIC REPRESSION 


The Orange Order came into existence 
in 1795. It was banned by the Peel 
Government in 1829, but reared its Gor- 
gon head again and has now firmly estab- 
lished itself as the real axis of power in 
Northern Irish politics. All members of 
the Unionist Parliamentary Party are 
members of the Orange Order, its pur- 
pose being to further the division be- 
tween Catholic and Protestant worker for 
the purposes of economic control. The 
Unionist Party is but the tool of the 
faceless men who control the economics 
of Northern Irish politics. 

SEAMUS O’KANE. 
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for a dropsy. Gradually it appeared an- 
other split was in the offing. The money 
was being supplied by the old guard but 
disappeared, god knows where—mean- 
while in the US the control of the money 
had fallen into the hands of Brian 
Heron, the grandson of James Connolly, 
who for some unknown reason is de- 
scribed as a Castroite (the truth being 
that the Stalinists were allowing and are 
still allowing the old guard to believe 
that the money was in the democratic 
control of the Sinn Fein by feigning fac- 
tional differences). 

However, under the very eyes of the 
rank and file right through the organisa- 
tion (and a few others), the Stalinist con- 
trol of Sinn Fein is complete from 
Dublin to unwittingly-duped London and 
Chicago. No doubt it will be used in a 
good cause, no doubt some arms will 
appear to go the way of those dumped in 
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the shit out of the kids—another example 
of the gratuitous violence which they 
practised on some Trotskyists at the 
O’Connell Bridge the night before. 


QUICK TO PROMISE 


As the struggles developed in the 
north and the political battles rampaged 
behind the barricades, the IRA found 
themselves at a distinct disadvantage. On 
the night of August 15, anyone doubting 
that the guns of the IRA would turn up 
to save Belfast from a pogrom would 
have been beaten up for voicing his 
doubts. Today, the stock of the IRA has 
never been lower. Several times they 
promised weapons to defend areas that 
never turned up. In several towns to the 
south of Belfast the CRA and PD would 
never have dreamed of demonstrating to 
relieve the pressure on Derry had they 
not been promised that they would be 
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solution of their age-old exploitation, 
then it will be together, and from the 
present struggle must come the realisa- 
tion that Stormont and the Dail are two 
sides of the same coin. The north will 
not be sold the pup of a larger Free 
State, things have gone too far for that. 
Nor will they put much faith in an 
organisation which refuses to recognise 
the roots of the social grievances as be- 
ing economic exploitation north and 
south. 


LEOPARD’S DISEASE 


At this moment the IRA and Sinn Fein 
have decided to throw their weight be- 
hind the Northern Civil Rights Associa- 
tion in the hope of recovering their in- 
fluence. Dublin is not listened to, and 
the fragmentation of this sad relic of a 
great organisation continues. If they do 
not understand now what has happened 
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enclave would not have been viable 
economically. There would not have 
been sufficient agricultural hinterland. 
On the contrary, the inclusion of all the 
nine counties of historical Ulster, the 
other three being Donegal, Cavan and 
Monaghan, would have swamped the 
Protestant population in the strongholds 
of Antrim and Down, and led to the 
creation of a 32-county Free State cover- 
ing the whole of Ireland. 

The six-county statelet having been set 
up, the Orange capitalists set about 
shaping the electoral system in Ulster to 
further their own political economic 


objectives. 
Green and Orange Toryism: The 
Northern ruling class has produced 


highly detailed studies of the industrial 
structure of the North, and its require- 


of bourgeois politics, operating in the 
working class movement. The division 
in bourgeois Ireland gave rise to two dis- 
tinct brands of opportunism; Sinn Fein 
socialism and Orange socialism. Sinn 
Fein and Orangeism have had to propa- 
gate the myths of their own bourgeoisie 
with relation to partition. The Fianna 
Fail Party, too, upholds the imperialist 
interest in Ireland, but it operates within 
the remnants of the native big bourgeosie. 

The differences between Unionism and 
Fianna Fail nationalism are due mainly 
to political and historical causes, not 
fundamentally to a conflict of economic 
interests. 


CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND 
NORTHERN BOURGEOISIE 


For nigh on fifty years the Unionist 


Tories would haye been shown for the 
whited sepulchres that they are. 


ORANGE UNIONISM AND 
ECONOMIC REPRESSION 


The Orange Order came into existence 
in 1795. It was banned by the Peel 
Government in 1829, but reared its Gor- 
gon head again and has now firmly estab- 
lished itself as-the real axis of power in 
Northern Irish politics. All members of 
the Unionist Parliamentary Party are 
members of the Orange Order, its pur- 
pose being to further the division be- 
tween Catholic and Protestant worker for 
the purposes of economic control. The 
Unionist Party is but the tool of the 
faceless men who control the economics 
of Northern Irish politics. 

SEAMUS O’KANE. 
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for a dropsy. Gradually it appeared an- 
other split was in the offing: The money 
was being supplied by the old guard but 
disappeared, god knows where—mean- 
while in the US the control of the money 
had fallen into the hands of Brian 
Heron, the grandson of James Connolly, 
who for some unknown reason is de- 
scribed as a Castroite (the truth being 
that the Stalinists were allowing and are 
still allowing the old guard to believe 
that the money was in the democratic 
control of the Sinn Fein by feigning fac- 
tional differences). 

However, under the very eyes of the 
rank and file right through the organisa- 
tion (and a few others), the Stalinist con- 
trol of Sinn Fein is complete from 
Dublin to unwittingly-duped London and 
Chicago. No doubt it will be used in a 
good cause, no doubt some arms will 
appear to go the way of those dumped in 
1967—unless the militant youth, who are 
doing the grass roots work, wake up and 
ensure that they do not suffer at the 
Stalinists’ hands what they suffered at 
the hands of the Fianna Fail in ’37. 


CAUGHT AGAIN 


The explosion in Derry took the Sinn 
Fein as a whole totally unawares, despite 
considerable warning from their northern 
section and from PD and the Derry YS. 
The resulting chaos within the Sinn Fein 
and the IRA stemmed from two major 
factors. First, as outlined, the discipline 
had broken down very badly and in 
consequence the supply sections had be- 
come almost non-existent; secondly, the 
northern IRA was isolated from its own 
country districts and referred to Dublin 
both for orders and supplies. In con- 
sequence much was promised and little 
delivered. 

Then too, Dublin, acting in the mis- 
taken belief that its northern section had 
grasped control of the Belfast situation, 
started to issue provocative statements 
guaranteed to inflame the Paisleyites into 
action against the undefended ghettoes. 
At one point the Dublin Sinn Fein held 
a rally to demand guns from the Free 
State Army and also to ‘recruit’ volun- 
teers from the North. This unfortunate 
group was dumped in Dundalk and left 
to stew in their own juice; the manoeuvre 
was latter justified by an IRA spokesman 
as ‘a diversionary tactic’. This either 
indicates a naive concept of military tac- 
tics or a cover-up for the cock-up. 

Again, when the same demonstration 
went to the Collins Barracks, some over- 
enthusiastic youngsters decided to force 
the gates; they could have easily have 
been dissuaded by the sheer influence of 
the Sinn Fein. The ‘lads’, however, beat 


the shit out of the kids—another example 
of the gratuitous violence which they 
practised on some Trotskyists at the 
O’Connell Bridge the night before. 


QUICK TO PROMISE 


As the struggles developed in the 
north and the political battles rampaged 
behind the barricades, the IRA found 
themselves at a distinct disadvantage. On 
the night of August 15, anyone doubting 
that the guns of the IRA would turn up 
to save Belfast from a pogrom would 
have been beaten up for voicing his 
doubts. Today, the stock of the IRA has 
never been lower. Several times they 
promised weapons to defend areas that 
never turned up. In several towns to the 
south of Belfast the CRA and PD would 
never have dreamed of demonstrating to 
telieve the pressure on Derry had they 
not been promised that they would be 
protected against pogroms that might en- 
sue from the drunken and enraged B- 
Specials. 

Furthermore, it appears that, although 
there is no evidence to indicate that the 
order was carried out (probably due to 
the commonsense of the people on the 
spot), there was a definite instruction 
issued by Dublin on the night of the 18th 
not to allow arms to be held or fall into 
the hands of ‘undisciplined’ civilians. 
Had this been carried out it would have 
resulted in open war behind the barri- 
cades because by this point the people 
behind barricades in Belfast were getting 
pretty fed up with the promises and no 
action from the IRA Staff in Dublin. 


COWBOY THEORY 


Again the constant attacks made from 
the security of the Dundalk bars on the 
activists shows the complete unwilling- 
ness of the majority of the Stalinist- 
orientated sections of the IRA to accept 
the reality of the demands of the people 
struggling for civil rights in the north. 
While, theoretically, they can see that the 
social struggles of the south and north 
are linked; the priority of partition has 
bedevilled the IRA and has destroyed its 
ability to see the issues clearly. They fail 
to realise that the northern people do 
not want the Fianna Fail Republic and 
its frocked bureaucracy and equally cor- 
rupt ways. The job of revolutionaries 
is not to tidy up boundaries. The unifi- 
cation of Ireland must surmount the 
problem of religious and imperialists’ 
domination both north and south of the 
border. This is not to say that Ireland 
should not or will not be united. What 
must be united is the struggles against 
the Green and Orange Tories. If the 
people of Ireland turn to a revolutionary 


solution of their age-old exploitation, 
then it will be together, and from the ~ 
present struggle must come the realisa- 
tion that Stormont and the Dail are two 
sides of the same coin. The north will 
not be sold the pup of a larger Free 
State, things have gone too far for that. 
Nor will they put much faith in an 
organisation which refuses to recognise 
the roots of the social grievances as be- 
ing economic exploitation north and 
south. 


LEOPARD’S DISEASE 


At this moment the IRA and Sinn Fein 
have decided to throw their weight be- 
hind the Northern Civil Rights Associa- 
tion in the hope of recovering their in- 
fluence. Dublin is not listened to, and 
the fragmentation of this sad relic of a 
great organisation continues. If they do 
not understand now what has happened 
to them, then they should look through 
the files of two years or so ago to under- 
stand, and then reflect on the ability of 
a Stalinist to change his spots but never 
clip his claws. 

JOHN DIGGERA. 
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the support of those who consider 
themselves to be revolutionaries. 

The struggle is lost without the 
solidarity which is preached on 
every left-wing meeting — without 
support both Green and Orange 
Tories will smash the libertarian 
element and intern and probably 
seek to murder them. 

PD is a genuine alliance based 
on principles which seeks to edu- 
cate and assist the northern wor- 
kers and small farmers in their 
struggle for a decent world. We 
will help them. They need money, 
equipment and help of all kinds. 
So pay up. PD need at least £100 
a week to distribute their bulletins 
which are going to the 200,000 
people behind the barricades. 

MONEY sent to this address 
will be used entirely for PD. 

We need as much as you can 
afford—every day the situation 
gets worse and brings on the day 
when aid will be too late. Give 
ALL you can now. 

ACTION FOR FREEDOM 
FUND, c/o Express Printers, 84a 
Whitechapel High Street, London, 
E.1. 

HURRY! HURRY! HURRY! 


Derry is an interesting case because it 
is in fact a microcosm of the malaise 
‘which besets Northern Irish society. 
Famous for having undergone the long- 
est siege in British history in 1689 when 
the walled city held out for 15 weeks 
against the forces of James II, the 
city became the jéwel in Ulster’s crown, 
‘the symbol of the Protestant revolution. 


This explains the importance of Derry 
in the Unionist canon and why they re- 
garded it as vital that it should remain 
unsullied, that is, controlled in per- 
petuum by a Unionist-dominated council. 


There was only one snag—two-thirds 
of the population were anti-Unionist. 
This led to the development of an ambi- 
valent attitude on the part of the 
Unionist Government. Because of the 
‘historical importance of Derry it was 
necessary to retain control of it at all 
costs, and because of the antipathy of 
the people of Derry to Unionism it was 
necessary to maintain the city in a de- 
pressed condition of high unemployment 
and bad housing, since to do otherwise 
would be to give aid and succour to the 
‘disloyal’ elements in the community. 


Yet, in spite of the obvious economic 
imposed on the people, the result has 
and social difficulties which such policies 
‘been worthwhile in that the people of 
Derry have had their eyes opened to the 
sham that is Parliament and, by taking 
‘to the streets, have come to realise that 
power lies in the hands of the people, 
not the wheeling and dealing politicians. 


The overall effect has been revolu- 
tionary in the true sense of the word, and 
the following examples, showing the de- 
veloping consciousness of the people, 
demonstrate clearly the importance of 
Derry in the development of the Revo- 
lution, that it is from Derry, in fact, that 
initial revolutionary activity will occur, 
spreading to other centres later. 


LOW WAGES 


In 1954 a Government-advance factory 
was taken over in Derry by Birmingham 
Sound Reproducers on the usual terms— 
rent-free and rate-free for 10 years, 45% 
grant towards new machinery, as well as 
wages £3-£5 p.w. lower than in Britain. 
Workers, needless to say, were not well 
treated. Union activity was discouraged 
by none-too-subtle intimidation and acti- 
vists were sacked, usually for bad time- 
keeping or time-wasting in the toilet! 


In October 1964, ten years after it 
opened (surprise, surprise!) the workers 
were given thirty minutes’ notice that the 
factory was to close and were paid a 
week’s wages in lieu of notice. It would 


DERRY : the Cancer Bloc 


appear that the quality and output of the 
Derry worker which had made the name 
BSR well-known in the electronic world 
(and incidentally had made millionaires 
of the McDonald family, the majority 
shareholders!), was not enough. But not 
so! 


The following week, the company was 
interviewing its sacked workers—this 
time under the name of ‘Monarch Elec- 


tric’, a new company—and within a 
month was back in operation. There 
were differences, however. The new 


name meant that the company was able 
to con another few hundred thousand 
from the Government, by closing down 
for a week or so they were able to get 
tid of ‘trouble-makers’ who were not re- 
hired, and on re-opening they began to 
employ women at a wage 35%-50% lower 
than the men’s—this in a city where 18%- 
22% of the men (and only 4% of the 
women) are habitually unemployed. 


Naturally the workers’ conditions be- 
came much worse, and when the com- 
pany began to replace men on the 
assembly-line with 15-year-old boys (who 
were paid 1/104 an hour!), the workers 
revolted. They went on strike several 
times, were sold out by their unions, and 
began to sabotage the factory by taking 
away pockets full of screws, small parts, 
etc., which they threw away once out- 
side. The management decided to teach 
the workers a lesson and in January 1966 
did a repeat of their 1964 trick of closing 
the factory. But they made the mistake 
of giving the workers half an hour’s 
notice. The workers wrecked the factory. 


It is a sign of the developing con- 
sciousness of the Derry worker that now 
he knows he is being exploited and is 
not prepared to accept it. The industrial 
workers and trainees marching from 
Maydown to the city centre in November 
to defy Adolf Craig’s ban were calling 
for one man one job. and for the workers 
to be given the right to control their 
own lives. Having realised their power 
in the streets, the people are beginning to 
become aware of the power of workers’ 
control in the factories. 


HOUSING 


Housing in Derry is a scandal. There 
are over 2,200 families on the waiting 
list and when taken together with those 
families living in substandard or down- 
right inhuman conditions the number re- 
quiring new homes comes to more than 
70%, of the population! Realising the 
futility of appealing to the corrupt local 
politicians, where even a bribe was of no 
use unless you were of the right political 


persuasion, the people took matters into 
their own hands. Eleven homeless fami- 
lies squatted in the Guildhall for five 
weeks last November. Of course the 
politicians screamed about blackmail, 
disruption of corporation business and 
so on. But the families were given 
houses. 


Since then squatting has continued on 
a greater scale as more and more families 
saw it as the answer to years in a hovel. 
At present thirty families have moved 
into houses owned by the Ministry of 
Defence and empty since January be- 
cause of the inability of the Ministry 
and the Corporation to agree on a price. 
The squatters have organised themselves 
into a defence committee, set a fair rent 
(50/- a week) and have had the minions 
from the local council scurrying around 
to inform them that they were responsible 
for the rates (although empty property 
is unrateable). 


The main instigators of the squatting 
activity are the Derry Labour Party, a 
group of militants whose attitudes and 
policies bear no relation whatsoever to 
the tired and ineffectual ramblings of the 
NILP; they are more concerned with the 
plight of the homeless and dispossessed, 
showing how they are exploited by the 


system and pointing ¢ 
back. So far they ha 
successful. 


THE POLITICIANS 
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to the streets, have come to realise that 
power lies in the hands of the people, 
not the wheeling and dealing politicians. 


The overall effect has been revolu- 
tionary in the true sense of the word, and 
the following examples, showing the de- 
veloping consciousness of the people, 
demonstrate clearly the importance of 
Derry in the development of the Revo- 
lution, that it is from Derry, in fact, that 
initial revolutionary activity will occur, 
spreading to other centres later. 


LOW WAGES 


In 1954 a Government-advance factory 
was taken over in Derry by Birmingham 
Sound Reproducers on the usual terms— 
rent-free and rate-free for 10 years, 45% 
grant towards new machinery, as well as 
wages £3-£5 p.w. lower than in Britain. 
Workers, needless to say, were not well 
treated. Union activity was discouraged 
by none-too-subtle intimidation and acti- 
vists were sacked, usually for bad time- 
keeping or time-wasting in the toilet! 

In October 1964, ten years after it 
opened (surprise, surprise!) the workers 
were given thirty minutes’ notice that the 
factory was to close and were paid a 
week’s wages in lieu of notice. It would 


the workers a lesson and in January 1966 
did a repeat of their 1964 trick of closing 
the factory. But they made the mistake 
of giving the workers half an hour’s 
notice. The workers wrecked the factory. 


It is a sign of the developing con- 
sciousness of the Derry worker that now 
he knows he is being exploited and is 
not prepared to accept it. The industrial 
workers and trainees marching from 
Maydown to the city centre in November 
to defy Adolf Craig’s ban were calling 
for one man one job. and for the workers 
to be given the right to control their 
own lives.. Having realised their power 
in the streets, the people are beginning to 
become aware of the power of workers’ 
control in the factories. 


HOUSING 


Housing in Derry is a scandal. There 
are over 2,200 families on the waiting 
list and when taken together with those 
families living in substandard or down- 
tight inhuman conditions the number re- 
quiring new homes comes to more than 
70% of the population! Realising the 
futility of appealing to the corrupt local 
politicians, where even a bribe was of no 
use unless you were of the right political 
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Disarming the 1.R.A. 





This important article is reprinted from ‘Freedom’ (March 11, 1967) 


tS IS POSSIBLE that by the end of this 

year the Irish Republican Movement 
will be Stalinist. A Stalinist faction, 
led by Roy Johnston and directed from 
London by Desmond Greaves, editor of 
the Irish Democrat, has been operating 
inside Sinn Fein and the IRA for over 
two years and in recent months has 
been expanding its activities and record- 
ing some significant successes. 

Sinn Fein is the open political wing of 
the Movement. At its Ard Fheis 
(Annual Conference), in November, 1966, 
there were three motions (Nos. 8, 9, and 
10) calling on it to ‘enter Leinster House’-— 
i.e. become a conventional political party. 
These were withdrawn when it became 
clear during discussion that a vote either 
way would split the Movement from 
top to bottom. Motion No. 11 which 
called for the expulsion of anyone advo- 
cating parliametarianism was not voted 
upon. An amendment moved by the 
President, Tom Gill, to the effect that 
Sinn Fein would enter Leinster House if 
it got a majority, was passed. Resolution 
No. 2, which bound Republicans in some 
circumstances to recognize the Free State 
Courts was passed. The Ard Fheis also 
decided officially to inform the Free 
State or Northern Ireland Police of meet- 
ings and parades. A resolution demand- 
ing that the Movement’s newspaper, the 
United Irishman, set out clearly the 
reasons for not entering Leinster House 
was defeated. 

All this testifies to the considerable 
success of the Stalinists in their attempt 
to guide the Movement into their 
beloved ‘peaceful road to socialism’. The 
history of their activities in Irish politics 
over the past few years and their gradual 
attempted takeover of Irish Republican- 


ism provides an object lesson in Stalinist 
tactics. 

' During the fifties and early sixties the 
ruling Fianna Fail Party was trying to 
build a viable independent Irish capital- 
ism. In foreign affairs it steered an 
independent course, opposing all military 
blocs, supporting China’s entry into the 
United Nations, etc. Thus it was possible 
for the Moscow bureaucracy to tout it as 
a ‘progressive’, ‘anti-imperialist’ force in 
the field of international diplomacy. Its 
organizations in Ireland and Britain were 
ordered to support it unreservedly. The 
Stalinist Irish Workers’ Party supported 
reactionary Fianna Fail candidates, even 
against left-wing socialists. 

During this period Roy Johnston was 
a member of the South Hammersmith 
branch of the British Communist Party 
and Treasurer of the Moscow-controlled 
and financed ‘Connolly Association’. He 
denounced demonstrations calling for the 
release of Irish political prisoners. When 
a committee was formed in London in 
1961 to protest against Fianna Fail’s 
Military Courts (which were set up to 
deal with Republicans), Johnston and the 
CA denounced it on the grounds that ‘it 
would embarrass the Irish Government’. 
In an article in the Daily Worker (23.6.60) 
Desmond Greaves wrote: ‘The 26-county 
Republic is the most progressive state in 
Western Europe. There are no 
deaconic Special Powers.’ This at a 
time when the Fianna Fail Government 
was exercising its power to arrest and 
imprison people for an unlimited period 
without charge or trial! In Outlook 
(No. 4, January 1961), magazine of the 
South Hammersmith CP, Johnston re- 
peated this line, describing the Free State 
as ‘the most progressive country in 


Western Europe’. 

However, to the chagrin of the 
Stalinists, Sean Lemass failed to make 
independent Irish capitalism work. He 
turned towards the Common Market and 
integration with Britain. Last year he 
signed a ‘Free Trade Agreement’ with 
Wilson which effectively makes the 26 
counties an economic province of British 
Imperialism. This led Moscow — and 
therefore the British Communist Party 
and therefore the Connolly Association— 
to switch the line. 

The crisis which had been gathering 
over Irish capitalism since the late fifties 
made for considerable industrial and 
agrarian unrest. The Republican Move- 
ment, noting and analysing its failure to 
arouse the mass of the Irish people on 
the single issue of partition, was beginning 
to involve itself in social agitation. The 
situation was potentially explosive. If 
the revolutionary traditions AND THE 
ARMS of Republicanism became a focus 
for the growing discontent, then there 
was a real chance of a showdown between 
the Irish people and their exploiters. 

Fianna Fail had been revealed in all 
its naked obscenity as a _ reactionary 
Tory rump. The Stalinists had to 
abandon it, but were still faced with the 
necessity of heading off any potentially 
revolutionary tendency. So Greaves 
dispatched Johnston to Dublin. He was 
entrusted with disarming the Republican 
Movement. As we have seen, he has done 
well. 

The Sinn Fein Ard Fheis was preceded 
by some typical Stalinist ‘organization’. 
Known revolutionaries were expelled or 
squeezed out. Richard Behal, just after 
escaping from gaol, was summoned to 
the offices of the United Irishman (which 
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persuasion, the people took matters into 
their own hands. Eleven homeless fami- 
lies squatted in the Guildhall for five 
weeks last November. Of course the 
politicians screamed about blackmail, 
disruption of corporation business and 
so on. But the families were given 
houses. 


Since then squatting has continued on 
a greater scale as more and more families 
saw it as the answer to years in a hovel. 
At present thirty families have moved 
into houses owned by the Ministry of 
Defence and empty since January be- 
cause of the inability of the Ministry 
and the Corporation to agree on a price. 
The squatters have organised themselves 
into a defence committee, set a fair rent 
(50/- a week) and have had the minions 
from the local council scurrying around 
to inform them that they were responsible 
for the rates (although empty property 
is unrateable). 


The main instigators of the squatting 
activity are the Derry Labour Party, a 
group of militants whose attitudes and 
policies bear no relation whatsoever to 
the tired and ineffectual ramblings of the 
NILP; they are more concerned with the 
plight of the homeless and dispossessed, 
showing how they are exploited by the 


system and pointing out ways of hitting 
back. So far they have been eminently 
successful. 


THE POLITICIANS 


Politically, Derry used to be a typical 
example of the Orange-Green polarisa- 
tion. McAteer, the local MP, would 
appear every five years on a platform 
draped with a tricolour, mouth a few 
platitudes about Irish freedom and the 
corruption of Unionism, and _ having 
secured the Catholic vote, would dis- 
appear until the next election. His 
business interests in accountancy and a 
travel agency meant he had no time to 
spare for the people who had been duped 
by him, but the final nail in his coffin 
was his denunciation of the October 5 
march. When no one paid any attention 
to him, he took part in the march hoping 
to salvage something, but it was too late. 

Notable by his absence on October 5 
was another politician—John Hume, 
director of a salmon canning firm. 
Several days after the marchers had been 
batoned into the ground at Duke Street, 
Hume had a meeting in the City Hotel 
with a few other businessmen and jumped 
on the bandwagon by announcing that 
they (the businessmen) had formed a 
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Citizens’ Action Committee to act on 
behalf of the oppressed people of Derry 
and that he, Hume, was the spokesman. 

From then on the tragi-comedy deve- 
loped at full tilt, with politicians like 
Hume talking about ‘the rights of the 
people’ and so on, yet as soon as the 
people began to take matters into their 
own hands, he would immediately back 
down and sell out (as he sold out Free 
Derry in January on the orders of Neil 
Farren, Bishop of Derry).* 

The elections came in February and 
the people of Derry rejected the blatant 
sectarianism of McAteer. Hume, having 
used the CR movement as a springboard, 
achieved his political ambition and was 
elected to Parliament where all his ‘acti- 
vities’ (i.e. talking) now take place. 
Anyone who attempts to institute action 
outside Parliament is denounced by 
Hume as a trouble-maker ‘who is using 
the CR movement for political purposes’. 
Mr. Hume being an ex-clerical student 
should scarcely need reminding of the 
parable of the mote and the beam. 

Since his election he has begun to 
show himself in his true colours. When 
the people in Hooker Street were being 
intimidated by baton-happy RUC men 
Hume said: ‘They are only hooligans, let 
the police handle it.’ When the Unionist 
Government announced its ‘reforms’, 
Hume said they were ‘reasonable’. Hume 
believes that because the Unionist MPs 
listen to him at Stormont, instead of 
making their usual exodus to the mem- 
bers’ bar, he has achieved something. 


WHAT NOW??? 


Where does the Northern bourgeoisie 
turn now? To coin a phrase of the 
‘Honourable’ Terence O’Neill’s—Ulster 
is at the crossroads!! 

The British Treasury pours around 
£140 million a year into the Stormont 
coffers. If Wilson and Callaghan should, 
in the foreseeable future, feel an urge 
to deal with the Unionist hacks in a 
manner conducive to a so-called Socialist 
government, instead of the Downing 
Street tea party affair, then they must 
surely realise that this subsidy is their 
trump card. Without it the Ulster eco- 
nomy would be crippled. The Orange 
junta’s complete arrogance in refusing 
even to recognise the mealy-mouthed 
demands of the NICRA has flushed 
back the Shit of Centuries in their faces. 

M.H. 


*Dr. Farren, Bishop of Derry and ex- 
blueshirt, has subsequently endeared 
himself to his loyal flock by touring the 
ghettoes by Rolls Royce, accompanied 
by Protestant clerics. 
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believes that because the Unionist MPs 
listen to him at Stormont, instead of 
making their usual exodus to the mem- 
bers’ bar, he has achieved something. 


WHAT NOW??? 


Where does the Northern bourgeoisie 
turn now? To coin a phrase of the 
‘Honourable’ Terence O’Neill’s—Ulster 
is at the crossroads!! 

The British Treasury pours around 
£140 million a year into the Stormont 
coffers. If Wilson and Callaghan should, 
in the foreseeable future, feel an urge 
to deal with the Unionist hacks in a 
manner conducive to a so-called Socialist 
government, instead of the Downing 
Street tea party affair, then they must 
surely realise that this subsidy is their 
trump card. Without it the Ulster eco- 
nomy would be crippled. The Orange 
junta’s complete arrogance in refusing 
even to recognise the mealy-mouthed 
demands of the NICRA has flushed 
back the Shit of Centuries in their faces. 

M.H. 


*Dr. Farren, Bishop of Derry and ex- 
blueshirt, has subsequently endeared 
himself to his loyal flock by touring the 
ghettoes by Rolls Royce, accompanied 
by Protestant clerics. 





A. 


lom’ (March 11, 1967) 


t lesson in Stalinist 


nd early sixties the 
arty was trying to 
adent Irish capital- 
tirs it steered an 
posing all military 
na’s entry into the 
‘hus it was possible 
ucracy to tout it as 
mperialist’? force in 
nal diplomacy. Its 
id and Britain were 
unreservedly. The 
s’ Party supported 
il candidates, even 
lists. 
Roy Johnston was 
uth Hammersmith 
Communist Party 
Moscow-controlled 
y Association’. He 
ions calling for the 
al prisoners. When 
med in London in 
inst Fianna Fail’s 
sh were set up to 
), Johnston and the 
he grounds that ‘it 
Trish Government’. 
ily Worker (23.6.60) 
ote: ‘The 26-county 
progressive state in 
There are no 
wers.’ This at a 
2 Fail Government 
wer to arrest and 
n unlimited period 
rial! In Outlook 
), magazine of the 
CP, Johnston re- 
bing the Free State 
essive country in 


Western Europe’. 

However, to the chagrin of the 
Stalinists, Sean Lemass failed to make 
independent Irish capitalism work. He 
turned towards the Common Market and 
integration with Britain. Last year he 
signed a ‘Free Trade Agreement’ with 
Wilson which effectively makes the 26 
counties an economic province of British 
Imperialism. This led Moscow — and 
therefore the British Communist Party 
and therefore the Connolly Association— 
to switch the line. 

The crisis which had been gathering 
over Irish capitalism since the late fifties 
made for considerable industrial and 
agrarian unrest. The Republican Move- 
ment, noting and analysing its failure to 
arouse the mass of the Irish people on 
the single issue of partition, was beginning 
to involve itself in social agitation. The 
situation was potentially explosive. If 
the revolutionary traditions AND THE 
ARMS of Republicanism became a focus 
for the growing discontent, then there 
was a real chance of a showdown between 
the Irish people and their exploiters. 

Fianna Fail had been revealed in all 
its naked obscenity as a _ reactionary 
Tory rump. The Stalinists had _ to 
abandon it, but were still faced with the 
necessity of heading off any potentially 
revolutionary tendency. So Greaves 
dispatched Johnston to Dublin. He was 
entrusted with disarming the Republican 
Movement. As we have seen, he has done 
well. 

The Sinn Fein Ard Fheis was preceded 
by some typical Stalinist ‘organization’. 
Known revolutionaries were expelled or 
Squeezed out. Richard Behal, just after 
escaping from gaol, was summoned to 
the offices of the United Irishman (which 


are watched 24 hours a day by the 
Special Branch). Not unnaturally, he 
didn’t turn up. He was expelled forth- 
with. Others driven out of the Movement 
included many who had taken part in the 
IRA campaign of 1956-1962. Slander 
campaigns were mounted against leaders 
of the anti-parliamentary persuasion. 

There is now in progress an attempt to 
disarm the IRA. Country units are being 
told to hand over their arms to the 
Dublin Headquarters. Many are refusing, 
and one unit recently went on a raid and 
obtained 34 extra small arms in Port- 
marnock. One thing is certain: any 
arms given up to HQ will never be used 
again if the Stalinists effect a complete 
takeover. 

The Movement’s wing among exiles 
in Britain is Clann na h-Eireann. At a 
meeting of the executive of the British 
Communist Party, held in the second 
week of January, it was reported that 
Clann should be in the hands of the party 
by this summer. The tactic is simple. 
They are trying to merge it with the 
Connolly Association. The Chief of 
Staff of the IRA recently came to England 
and told Clann members to join the CA. 
(it must be stated that this person, a 
life-long, dedicated Republican, is either 
suffering from some mental aberration 
or acting as the unwitting tool of Roy 
Jonhston.) Greaves has announced that 
he is going to hold a ‘Unity Conference’ 
of Irish emigrant organizations. Johnston 
has written to his supporters in England 
telling them to go into either Clann or 
the CA, the inference being that they 
are, or will be, much the same thing. 

Clann had been devoting most of its 
energies to collecting money for what 
it believed to be a forthcoming military 


campaign in Ireland. Early last year its 
cash in hand was £1,198. It is known in 
Dublin that only £200 of this has reached 
the destination for which it was intended. 
No one has yet come up with a plausible 
explanation as to what has become of 
the balance. 

Back in Ireland more of Greaves’ 
agents are being brought into leadership 
positions. Anthony Coughlan, Dublin 
correspondent of the Irish Democrat—a 
man who in the late fifties was attacking 
the IRA campaign against British instal- 
lations in the Six Counties—is now having 
his speeches reported in full in the 
United Irishman. A _ series of ‘Wolfe 
Tone Clubs’ is being set up, designed to 
act as centres for Stalinist ‘theorizing’. 
Johnston’s magazine Tuairise has become 
a semi-official theoretical journal. 

The Irish Republican Movement has 
always been politically naive. It was 
based on romantic, idealistic patriotism. 
Observing the double-dealing and hypo- 
crisy of conventional politics, it shied 
away from theorizing and ‘legitimate’ 
political activity. It is doubtful, for 
example, if many of those who pitted 
themselves — however incompetently — 
against British Imperialism between 1956 
and 1962 had the vaguest idea of the 
social content of the ‘free Ireland’ they 
were trying to create. This attitude has 
its positive aspects; but it made the 
movement easy meat for a carefully 
planned, efficiently operated and well- 
financed takeover bid by a gang of 
political hacks with the combined in- 
tegrity of an adder. What is needed now 
is an organized campaign to expose 
Greaves, Johnston, Coughlan and their 
ilk for what they are. 

SIOBHAN CAMPBELL. 


Citizens’ Defence Association 


THE COMMITTEE 


IHE CITIZENS’ DEFENCE ASSOCIATION was formed to organise 
the defence of the Bogside after the Orange celebrations of July 12. 
The idea came from the right-wing republicans, e.g. Sean Keenan, who 
automatically assumed the chairmanship. They co-opted members from 
every committee and political party active in Derry. The CDA committee 
was self-appointed, and was never representative or in touch with the 


feelings of the people. 


By August 12 the committee had 25 members, the majority of whom did 


not live in the Bogside. 


Nobody knows its exact composition—in itself 


a condemnation. One of the known representatives is Michael Canavan, 
a millionaire bookmaker and property owner, and former member of the 
discredited Citizens’ Action Committee, which had assumed leadership of 
the people after October 5. It would be interesting to know how many 
other members of this committee have been co-opted onto the new one. 
The idea behind the formation of the new committee was obvious: to keep 
control in the hands of the petit-bourgeois businessmen and the jumped-up 


opportunists. 
THEIR ROLE 


About 3 p.m. on the afternoon of 
August 12 as the Orange fascists were 
parading their bigotry with their usual 
arrogance, a large group, mainly young 
people, gathered behind police crush 
barriers erected on the outer fringe of 
Bogside. They were there both to protest 
against the dangers involved in allowing 
the Orange march to take place in the 
tense atmosphere which prevailed at the 
time and also to protect the Bogside from 
an expected attack by the more militant 
extremists of the Orange Order. The 
Defence Association plus reactionary 
MPs John Hume and Ivan Cooper ap- 
peared in front of the people, and Hume 
engaged in his usual double-dealing with 
the pigs. It was to no avail on this occa- 
sion. The pigs were adamant—they were 
staying put, for after numerous riots they 
had acquired a pathological blood lust 
towards the people of Bogside. Hume, 
Cooper and the members of the Defence 
Association turned towards the people 
with arms extended in Christ-like fashion 
and exhorted them to return to their 
ghetto. They were told to fuck off. 
Stones were thrown at the pigs who 
retaliated, first by throwing them back, 
then by donning their riot gear and 
charging deep into Bogside led by two 
heavily-armoured personnel carriers. They 
also had the support of several hundred 


Paisleyites wearing armbands, who 
brought up the rear. Thus began a battle 
which was to last three days. 


ARMCHAIR DEFENCE 


The role of the Defence Association 
throughout the fighting was to recline in 
their comfortable armchairs and watch 
the fighting on television. They, who had 
set themselves up as the defenders of 
Bogside, sat on their fat arses in com- 
fortable surroundings while the struggle 
was waged by young workers and stu- 
dents, and while the ordinary people 
of Bogside suffered continuous baton 
charges, saturation level CS gas and the 
threat of armed invasion by the lunatic 
para-military B-Specials. 

On August 13 Hume made his only 
contribution to the struggle. When an 
attack was made on Rosemount Barracks 
to relieve pressure on Bogside, Hume 
appeared on the scene with some hysteri- 
cal women and conned the people into 
making a truce with the police, who were 
then free to return to the attack on Bog- 
side. 


AFTERMATH 


When the people had finally defeated 
the police, and British troops arrived to 
protect the big stores on Strand Road, 
the so-called spokesmen of the people 
came out of their holes. Paddy ‘Rat’ 
Doherty conveniently placed himself at 


the front of the people together with 
hack Nationalist Eddie Rackateer (who 
appeared with a new suit and a tear in 
his eye). They welcome the troops with 
open arms and exclaimed what a great 
victory we had won. The committee then 
began to issue press staiements claiming 
that they, the defenders of the people, 
had won a great victory for the people, 
and now normality must be restored. The 
people responded by building the barri- 
cades higher. 

The committee has been receiving large 
sums of money from various appeal 
funds that have been organised. What 
did it do with the money? It stuck it 
into a bank account and watched the 
interest grow like the petty little capi- 
talists who are its members. Meanwhile, 
the comrades who had been doing the 
fighting and were manning the barricades 
were being fed only by the generosity of 
the working-class people in the little 
slum houses of Bogside. The committee’s 
contribution was two sandwiches and one 
cup of tea per person per day. This 
only changed six days after the fighting 
stopped as a result of a popular outcry 
against their miserly attitude. 


THE LEFT 


After the confusion following the riots 
the left began to reassert its position. 
The Derry Labour Party and Derry YS 
with other revolutionary groups and in- 
dividuals formed a broad-based alliance 
to examine the politics of the situation, 
and tried to involve the mass of the 
people in Derry. This was achieved by 
holding street meetings, the opening of a 
poster workshop and the running of 
Radio Free Derry, all aimed at the par- 
ticipation of the people in the running 
of the community. This of course was 
anathema to the Defence Association 
who believed in keeping the people un- 
informed. Realising the precariousness 
and vulnerability of their position, they 
outright condemned the open meetings in 
the Bogside organised by the left. By 
this time they had co-opted priestlings 
onto the Committee to strengthen its 
hand, hoping that the people would 
accept it as inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
They then issued their most reactionary 
statements to date. 








S RADIO FREE BELFAST, the PD- 

run pirate station behind the barri- 
cades in free Belfast announces, ‘Buy the 
Cameron Report, it’s only 9/9d. dearer 
than the Beano and much funnier.’ The 
report, a mere 123 pages, is timid, pusil- 
lanimous and riddled with glaring omis- 
sions and inaccuracies. Much has been 
written about its ‘courage’ in saying a 
few reproachful words about the 50 years 
of discrimination, and its grudging ad- 
mission that ‘a few’ policemen have mis- 
behaved themselves in Derry in the past 


socialist cesspit. They have stated that 
they believe in a 32 county socialist 
workers’ republic 4 la James Connelly 
and this according to Cameron is sub- 
yersive. Cameron also investigated Burn- 
tollet, or so he tells us. His very short 
chapter on the notorious ambush, which 
has been thoroughly documented by 
Egan and McCormack, contains more 
than TWENTY factual inaccuracies, two 
glaring contradictions and the startling 
admission that the senior police officers 
involved were not even called wit- 
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Ulster: Cameron Whitewash 


‘responsible’ and always ready to sell out 
the people, which contributes much to 
the peace of mind of the Government. 
On second thoughts, stick to the Beano 
instead. 


Meanwhile life goes on behind the 
barricades in Belfast and the Bogside, 
although by the time you read this the 
army may have succeeded in persuading 
the Citizens’ Defence Committee to try 
to force the people to take them down 
and trust good old British barbed wire 
to protect them. Every night brings its 
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an expected attacx Dy tie Miele tiiumem 
extremists of the Orange Order. The 
Defence Association plus reactionary 
MPs John Hume and Ivan Cooper ap- 
peared in front of the people, and Hume 
engaged in his usual double-dealing with 
the pigs. It was to no avail on this occa- 
sion. The pigs were adamant—they were 
staying put, for after numerous riots they 
had acquired a pathological blood lust 
towards the people of Bogside. Hume, 
Cooper and the members of the Defence 
Association turned towards the people 
with arms extended in Christ-like fashion 
and exhorted them to return to their 
ghetto, They were told to fuck off. 
Stones were thrown at the pigs who 
retaliated, first by throwing them back, 
then by donning their riot gear and 
charging deep into Bogside led by two 
heavily-armoured personnel carriers. They 
also had the support of several hundred 


dents, and while the ordinary people 
of Bogside suffered continuous baton 
charges, saturation level CS gas and the 
threat of armed invasion by the lunatic 
para-military B-Specials. 

On August 13 Hume made his only 
contribution to the struggle. When an 
attack was made on Rosemount Barracks 
to relieve pressure on Bogside, Hume 
appeared on the scene with some hysteri- 
cal women and conned the people into 
making a truce with the police, who were 
then free to return to the attack on Bog- 
side. 


AFTERMATH 


When the people had finally defeated 
the police, and British troops arrived to 
protect the big stores on Strand Road, 
the so-called spokesmen of the people 
came out of their holes. Paddy ‘Rat’ 
Doherty conveniently placed himself at 


wrseet hes SSS —Oe Ss Oe 
dividuals formed a broad-based alliance 
to examine the politics of the situation, 
and tried to involve the mass of the 
people in Derry. This was achieved by 
holding street meetings, the opening of a 
poster workshop and the running of 
Radio Free Derry, all aimed at the par- 
ticipation of the people in the running 
of the community. This of course was 
anathema to the Defence Association 
who believed in keeping the people un- 
informed. Realising the precariousness 
and vulnerability of their position, they 
outright condemned the open meetings in 
the Bogside organised by the left. By 
this time they had co-opted priestlings 
onto the Committee to strengthen its 
hand, hoping that the people would 
accept it as inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
They then issued their most reactionary 
statements to date. 
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Ulster: Cameron Whitewash 


S RADIO FREE BELFAST, the PD- 
; run pirate station behind the barri- 
cades in free Belfast announces, ‘Buy the 
Cameron Report, it’s only 9/9d. dearer 
than the Beano and much funnier.’ The 
report, a mere 123 pages, is timid, pusil- 
Janimous and riddled with glaring omis- 
sions and inaccuracies. Much has been 
written about its ‘courage’ in saying a 
few reproachful words about the 50 years 
of discrimination, and its grudging ad- 
mission that ‘a few’ policemen have mis- 
behaved themselves in Derry in the past 
—killing Devenny was naughty, even the 
popular press is agreed upon that—but 
its predictable branding of the PD as 
‘subversive and violent troublemakers’ 
shows it up for the shallow piece of 
work it is. 

It doesn’t deal with the question of the 
B-Specials, the unionist murder gang 
apart from saying that ‘RCs seem to re- 
sent and fear them and some of them 
appear to have been a bit naughty while 
in plain clothes’. It doesn’t deal with the 
interaction of the Orange Order and the 
Unionist Party, with the reasons for the 
50 years of slums and the highest unem- 
ployment rate in Western Europe, or 
with political corruption and chicanery 
which has bedevilled the province for so 
long. 

It does deal with the PD at length, 
however, although their method has been 
merely to interview three ‘leaders’, 
Farrell, Devlin and Toman plus McCann. 
These people have ‘infiltrated’ the re- 
spectable CRA and tried to turn this 
admirable conservative body into a 


socialist cesspit. They have stated that 
they believe in a 32 county socialist 
workers’ republic 4 la James Connelly 
and this according to Cameron is sub- 
yersive. Cameron also investigated Burn- 
tollet, or so he tells us. His very short 
chapter on the notorious ambush, which 
has been thoroughly documented by 
Egan and McCormack, contains more 
than TWENTY factual inaccuracies, two 
glaring contradictions and the startling 
admission that the senior police officers 
involved were not even called as wit- 
nesses nor were any of Egan’s copious 
files, offered to Peacocke, head of the 
RUC, even looked at—if he had he would 
at least have got the police officers’ 
names right. 

The attitude taken is that the attack 
was not cricket and bad for the image 
of the country but that the police did 
all they could to save the marchers—like 
leading them into the ambush and then 
running away or giving their batons to 
the Orangemen and B-Specials—and that 
anyway they got what they really de- 
served because they, the PD, are violent 
people—a charge for which not a shred 
of evidence is adduced in the entire 
Report. Cameron also has a few words 
to say about Paisley, Bunting and Craig 
to the effect that they haven’t helped the 
situation but they are mainly attacked 
for not being polite enough to talk to the 
members of the commission; he then 
says Gerry Fitt is a bad man because he 
got batoned in Duke Street on October 5 
and that started it off and that John 
Hume is a nice bourgeois leader who is 


‘responsible’ and always ready to sell out 
the people, which contributes much to 
the peace of mind of the Government. 
On second thoughts, stick to the Beano 
instead. 


Meanwhile life goes on behind the 
barricades in Belfast and the Bogside, 
although by the time you read this the 
army may have succeeded in persuading 
the Citizens’ Defence Committee to try 
to force the people to take them down 
and trust good old British barbed wire 
to protect them. Every night brings its 
petrol bomb attacks on houses and more 
particularly pubs. Two British soldiers 
haye just been killed—one shot by his 
mate and the other one in ‘mysterious’ 
circumstances. The police claim that 
foul play is not suspected—in that case 
how capable are the military of protect- 
ing us if they keep shooting themselves? 
Radio Free Belfast broadcasts despite 
army attempts to jam it and the ‘Citizen’s 
Press’ comes out two or three times a 
week. PD is now tightening up its struc- 
ture and starting to have regional con- 
ferences—the first has just totally re- 
jected the London Solidarity/IS plan for 
a civil rights candidate in the Islington 
by-election—it was made quite clear to 
the Solidarity delegate that PD doesn’t 
want to be used to foster the political 
aims of IS. Moreover we’re a bit pissed 
off with London’s political commissars 
claiming to speak for us—they don’t and 
never have done. 


REV. AUGUSTUS BIRKS. 
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NEVER AGAIN! 


Continued from page 1 


The barricades must not come down 
until such time as they will never have 
to be raised again. Never again. There 
are those who will lose money, and those 
who think they will lose their chance of 
a place in Stormont, or their power over 
your lives, if they remain. These people 
will demand their removal, they will plot 
and scheme. They must not succeed. 
Every man and woman should make sure 


no group or committee can take such an 
important decision in their name, or on 
their behalf. No man can represent an- 
other, make sure that the will of the 
people is done. No man can force his 
opinion on the people. 

The barricades must stay until every 
man, woman and child is safe and feels 
safe in N. Ireland. The situation has 
gone on long enough, the time for change 
is overdue. The barricades are the only 
weapon against the politicians. They are 
the bargaining power. When they have 
gone you have nothing. Everything is 
the same. The B-Specials are still there. 


They are still armed, so is the RUC. The 
same people are in power, they still have 
the Special Powers Act. You have had a 
lot of promises, you have had them be- 
fore. Remember the barricades must not 
come down until they will not be needed 
again, never again. R.B. 
Se 
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the front of the people together with 
hack Nationalist Eddie Rackateer (who 
appeared with a new suit and a tear in 
his eye). They welcome the troops with 
open arms and exclaimed what a great 
victory we had won. The committee then 
began to issue press staiements claiming 
that they, the defenders of the people, 
had won a great victory for the people, 
and now normality must be restored. The 
people responded by building the barri- 
cades higher. 

The committee has been receiving large 
sums of money from various appeal 
funds that have been organised. What 
did it do with the money? It stuck it 
into a bank account and watched the 
interest grow like the petty little capi- 
talists who are its members. Meanwhile, 
the comrades who had been doing the 
fighting and were manning the barricades 
were being fed only by the generosity of 
the working-class people in the little 
slum houses of Bogside. The committee’s 
contribution was two sandwiches and one 
cup of tea per person per day. This 
only changed six days after the fighting 
stopped as a result of a popular outcry 
against their miserly attitude. 


THE LEFT 


After the confusion following the riots 
the left began to reassert its position. 
The Derry Labour Party and Derry YS 
with other revolutionary groups and in- 
dividuals formed a broad-based alliance 
to examine the politics of the situation, 
and tried to involve the mass of the 
people in Derry. This was achieved by 
holding street meetings, the opening of a 
poster workshop and the running of 
Radio Free Derry, all aimed at the par- 
ticipation of the people in the running 
of the community. This of course was 
anathema to the Defence Association 
who believed in keeping the people un- 
informed. Realising the precariousness 
and vulnerability of their position, they 
outright condemned the open meetings in 
the Bogside organised by the left. By 
this time they had co-opted priestlings 
onto the Committee to strengthen its 
hand, hoping that the people would 
accept it as inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
They then issued their most reactionary 
statements to date. 
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‘responsible’ and always ready to sell out 
the people, which contributes much to 
the peace of mind of the Government. 
On second thoughts, stick to the Beano 
instead. 


Meanwhile life goes on behind the 
barricades in Belfast and the Bogside, 
although by the time you read this the 
army may have succeeded in persuading 
the Citizens’ Defence Committee to try 
to force the people to take them down 
and trust good old British barbed wire 
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‘| threw away my Hand for this 2’ 


(a) They called the foreign students and workers ‘slippery snakes’ and’ 
demanded their removal from Bogside. Needless to say, the fair-minded’ 
people would have none of this. The students were defended by a member: 
of the Derry Young Hooligans who also attacked the Committee. 

(b) They demanded that the Derry Young Socialists should not hold 
public meetings nor issue statements without consultation with the Com-- 
mittee, and optimistically threatened them with the use of the Derry 
dockers as the Committee’s bully boys and enforcers. 


VOICE OF LIBERTY 


A recent issue of “Barricade Bulletin’, the daily news-sheet of the Derry 
Labour Party YS, reiterates what has been said constantly throughout this 
objective analysis of the bungling, bureaucratic, self-appointed Citizens” 
Defence Association. The news-sheet carries allegations that people in the 
Bogside area had been threatened because of their political beliefs. A 
statement in the ‘Bulletin’ says that the threats have been directed mostly 
against left-wing members of the Labour Party and Young Socialists. 

The ‘justification’ for the attacks, according to the statement, has lain in 
the allegation that members of the YS in particular have been disrupting 
the unity of the area. “We call this area Free Derry’, it says. ‘One of the: 
reasons we set it up, one of the reasons for all the troubles in Northern 
Ireland, was that minorities were not allowed to express themselves freely 
people were threatened and beaten up for expressing their views—parti- 
cularly on October 5 last year’. 

The statement then gives details of a number of incidents in which 
people are alleged to have been threatened and intimidated. In one case 
a girl who is a member of the Labour Party was said to have been seized 
by two men who had breached the Rossville Street barricade with others 
and thrown into the barbed wire after she tried to address people there 
last Friday night. 

Two Labour Party members who sang “The Internationale’ on the same 
night were said to have been threatened by a group of men armed with 
clubs, who called them ‘Reds and trouble-makers’. The statement says 
that on a number of occasions recently Young Socialists have been told 
that if they tried to hold any more public meetings the meetings would be 
broken up by force. Various members of the Labour Party have been 
approached and told they would be dealt with. 

The article continues, ‘We make it clear now that we will not be deflected 
from our position by anyone. The Labour Party, the Young Socialists and 
the Republican Club were the only political organisations to participate 
OFFICIALLY in the October 5 march. The Labour Party and YS were 
the only organisations from this city (Derry) to march with the People’s 
Democracy from Belfast through Burntollet to Derry. OUR members 
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with other revolutionary groups and in- 
dividuals formed a broad-based alliance 
to examine the politics of the situation, 
and tried to involve the mass of the 
people in Derry. This was achieved by 
holding street meetings, the opening of a 
poster workshop and the running of 
Radio Free Derry, all aimed at the par- 
ticipation of the people in the running 
of the community. This of course was 
anathema to the Defence Association 
who believed in keeping the people un- 
informed. Realising the precariousness 
and vulnerability of their position, they 
outright condemned the open meetings in 
the Bogside organised by the left. By 
this time they had co-opted priestlings 
onto the Committee to strengthen its 
hand, hoping that the people would 
accept it as inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
They then issued their most reactionary 
statements to date. 
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‘responsible’ and always ready to sell out 
the people, which contributes much to 
the peace of mind of the Government. 
On second thoughts, stick to the Beano 
instead. 


Meanwhile life goes on behind the 
barricades in Belfast and the Bogside, 
although by the time you read this the 
army may have succeeded in persuading 
the Citizens’ Defence Committee to try 
to force the people to take them down 
and trust good old British barbed wire 
to protect them. Every night brings its 
petrol bomb attacks on houses and more 
particularly pubs. Two British soldiers 
haye just been killed—one shot by his 
mate and the other one in ‘mysterious’ 
circumstances. The police claim that 
foul play is not suspected—in that case 
how capable are the military of protect- 
ing us if they keep shooting themselves? 
Radio Free Belfast broadcasts despite 
army attempts to jam it and the ‘Citizen’s 
Press’ comes out two or three times a 
week. PD is now tightening up its struc- 
ture and starting to have regional con- 
ferences—the first has just totally re- 
jected the London Solidarity/IS plan for 
a civil rights candidate in the Islington 
by-election—it was made quite clear to 
the Solidarity delegate that PD doesn’t 
want to be used to foster the political 
aims of IS. Moreover we’re a bit pissed 
off with London’s political commissars 
claiming to speak for us—they don’t and 
never have done. 


REV. AUGUSTUS BIRKS. 
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They are still armed, so is the RUC. The 
same people are in power, they still have 
the Special Powers Act. You have had a 
lot of promises, you have had them be- 
fore. Remember the barricades must not 
come down until they will not be needed 
again, never again. R.B. 
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of the Derry Young Hooligans who also attacked the Committee. 

(b) They demanded that the Derry Young Socialists should not hold 
public meetings nor issue statements without consultation with the Com-- 
mittee, and optimistically threatened them with the use of the Derry 
dockers as the Committee’s bully boys and enforcers. 


VOICE OF LIBERTY 


A recent issue of ‘Barricade Bulletin’, the daily news-sheet of the Derry 
Labour Party YS, reiterates what has been said constantly throughout this 
objective analysis of the bungling, bureaucratic, self-appointed Citizens” 
Defence Association. The news-sheet carries allegations that people in the: 
Bogside area had been threatened because of their political beliefs. A 
statement in the ‘Bulletin’ says that the threats have been directed mostly 
against left-wing members of the Labour Party and Young Socialists. 

The ‘justification’ for the attacks, according to the statement, has lain in 
the allegation that members of the YS in particular have been disrupting 
the unity of the area. ‘We call this area Free Derry’, it says. “One of the 
reasons we set it up, one of the reasons for all the troubles in Northern 
Ireland, was that minorities were not allowed to express themselves freely 
people were threatened and beaten up for expressing their views—patti- 
cularly on October 5 last year’. 

The statement then gives details of a number of incidents in which 
people are alleged to have been threatened and intimidated. In one case 
a girl who is a member of the Labour Party was said to have been seized 
by two men who had breached the Rossville Street barricade with others 
and thrown into the barbed wire after she tried to address people there 
last Friday night. 

Two Labour Party members who sang ‘The Internationale’ on the same 
night were said to have been threatened by a group of men armed with 
clubs, who called them ‘Reds and trouble-makers’. The statement says 
that on a number of occasions recently Young Socialists have been told 
that if they tried to hold any more public meetings the meetings would be 
broken up by force. Various members of the Labour Party have been 
approached and told they would be dealt with. 

The article continues, ‘We make it clear now that we will not be deflected 
from our position by anyone. The Labour Party, the Young Socialists and 
the Republican Club were the only political organisations to participate 
OFFICIALLY in the October 5 march. The Labour Party and YS were 
the only organisations from this city (Derry) to march with the People’s. 
Democracy from Belfast through Burntollet to Derry. OUR members 
fought with many others for 50 hours in the recent riots. 

‘One of the reasons we did that is that we demand the right to express 
our politics in our society. We were neither impressed nor intimidated 
by the Unionist Party, the RUC or the B-Specials. Let it be very clear that 
no one else will intimidate us or intimidate anyone else if we can help it, 

(‘Irish Times’ extract, 9.9.69.) 


ROSSVILLE STREET BARRICADE 

A blatant example of the Defence Association’s continual refusal to 
consult or inform the people of what decisions they make occurred last 
Thursday. The Association declared that the main Rossville Street barri- 
cade at the entrance to Bogside should be breached, this is at the point where 
some of the toughest battles against the Pigs and their fascist allies took 

lace. 
; The breach was ordered without letting anybody know, and this time 
on whose orders it is still not clear, a squad of fairly tough-looking dockers 
whom the Defence Association are using as their bully boys, were deputed 
to guard the opening. They proved a bit too ready to use physical force 
against the angry groups who protested against the breach. These groups 
included the Derry Young Hooligans and the Derry YS. 


THE FAILURE 

The main failure of the Defence Association is one of communication. 
Although they publish the odd news-sheet it is very sketchy and ultra-vague 
there has not been enough attempts to inform the people of what is 
happening—how the Committee arrives at its decisions and what its future 
policy is likely to be. 

There is also their continual rejection of the feeling in Bogside that what 
is needed now is not the CDA, but either elected street communities each 
with a spokesman or representative and an elected committee which will 
be better able to create and maintain contact with the people and organise 
the myriad needs of a community resolutely opposed to the Stormont 
Fascist Band. 

The people of Free Derry have created a free Derry and they know that 
even under the Unionist regime they were comparatively quite free to voice 
their criticisms. They are not going to be dictated to by a bunch of 
jumped-up imperialistic glory-hunters who are as ready to use oppressive 


and jackboot tactics in the suppression of free speech. 
Derry SEAMUS O’KANE. 
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THE FANTASTIC SOLIDARITY the people of Bogside received from 

all areas will never be forgotten by the defenders of the barricades and 
by all those who fought in Derry. The support, which kept all RUC 
reinforcements tied up in their own areas, was such that the battle of the 


Bogside could never have been won without it. The people of the Falls 
Road area naid dearly. and naw they need the connart af the neonle of the 


NEVER AGAIN! 


The barricades are the only outward sign of determination to hold out 
for the demands, for the reforms, for that is all they are. Basic human 
rights, the right to live without fear. They are the symbol of the struggle 
to all those who took part, for those who were injured, for those who died, 
for the children who are in hospital suffering from the effects of the gas. 
When the barricades go. the status quo can he resumed. If these neonle 
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